


Logline

Sebastián was born with spasticity. From this 
discomfort, he films his life: loves, friends, children, 
and family. But as the years go by, his body begins to 
hurt too much, and the idea of a risky brain operation, 
which could change him forever, takes hold in his 
mind. Is that really what he wants? Is he ready to 
become someone else?
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Watch Trailer

https://vimeo.com/matizargentina/the-agonist-trailer

THE AGONIST

https://vimeo.com/matizargentina/the-agonist-trailer


El Agonista is the portrait of a life. A biodrama. An 
autofiction. A selfie. A biography. An overly intimate 
diary. A collage that uses time as its raw material. In 
the film, years go by. Children grow. Beards grow, 
bodies change. At times, desire and memories 
emerge; at others, fear and uncertainty take over. A 
raw, erotic, and emotional portrait of a different kind of 
life.

The film opens up Sebastián’s reflection. He has just 
turned 50 and has spent his entire life figuring out how 
to live. Through humor-infused recreations of his 
childhood, and with the inclusion of his parents, 
siblings, partners, children, and friends, the film 
weaves a tapestry of perspectives on his life.

 

Approach and Tone
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Emotionally charged and unsettling, El Agonista 
challenges traditional notions of disability, the logic of 
victimhood, and the place society assigns to those 
who fall outside the norm. Sebastián offers no 
comforting speeches. He stirs up noise. He invites us 
to question our own beliefs.

The film moves forward without asking for permission. 
Like an arrow: from the ground to the sky, from ghosts 
to victories, from the purest love to the possibility of 
death.

 

THE AGONIST



I don't know why I'm doing this. I don't want to tell a 
story of overcoming adversity. Nor to evoke pity or 
secondhand embarrassment. Before, it was different. 
Before, with my rough movements, with my jerks, I 
could handle it better. Even though being this way 
limited me, I had everything I wanted: work, love, 
children, friends, travels. But now... Now it hurts, my 
body hurts to the point where I'm thinking about 
having my head opened up to see if I get cured or if I 
die.

Actually, I do know why I'm doing this. Is it too absurd 
to think that a film can keep you standing? It's the 
mirror where I connect with my life. I look back on my 
50 years, and I ask myself: can I go on at any cost? I 
love my family, but the effort to live is sometimes 
exhausting.
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Directors' Statement
SEBASTIÁN MANUSOVICH

El Agonista is a film made in time. Honoring the 
passage of time. Letting ideas marinate. The film is a 
process of trial and error. It is the experiment of living 
in an erratic body. It is the portrait of a life that is 
being made, that is in constant process. I make this 
film to see myself and ask myself these things, to not 
do the obvious or the expected. To find answers in the 
people I love, but above all in myself. Making 
decisions is dizzying, but it's much harder to face not 
being able to make them.

Can the documentary keep me standing?

Yes, for now, it can. I'm enduring the pain and thinking 
about whether or not to risk my life to be better.

THE AGONIST



Cinema, for me, is a healing process. I make films to 
talk about things I am incapable of in real life. 
Sebastián had been following my work and was 
interested in my way of approaching intimacy. For a 
work as personal as The Agonist, he felt he needed an 
external perspective. It's not easy to make a film about 
yourself without going crazy, and that's how we started 
working together.

We took it slow, with mutual respect, and the film 
began to speak for itself. We realized it wasn't talking 
about a disabled person. That word suffocates. We 
wanted to show how Sebastián sees himself and how 
he looks at the world: to convey his unusual bravery, 
his particular humor, his boldness, and his politically 
incorrect vision. We also sought the possibility of 
treating such a complex theme from the point of view 
of someone who lives it in body and soul.
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Directors' Statement
PABLO PINTOR

And I understood that the film was universal: it's not 
about a person with a disability, but about a person 
with limitations. And we all have limitations. 

This film transformed my way of living and seeing life, 
from simplicity and acceptance of the strange. It 
would be exciting if this is transmitted. That's where I 
find the value of putting so much effort into making 
not just any film, but this one. A brave film about a 
man who is now a great friend.

THE AGONIST
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Producer, director, and founder of Matiz, an Argentine audiovisual 
production company with over 30 years of experience. Specialist in Cultural 
Industries (UNTREF), he develops projects that blend content, technology, 
and a distinctive authorial vision. He is the creator and protagonist of El 
Agonista, a hybrid feature documentary, co-directed with Pablo Pintor. He 
also produces the animated short La mujer parecida a mí, directed by 
Eleonora Comelli and Ange Potier, winner of the MIFA–Annecy 
Post-Production Award and the First Emerging Award at CineLab (Madrid), 
with support from the Institut Français, CNC, and the CICLIC residency. He 
has served as producer on feature films including Paco, Cruzadas, El 
Encuentro de Guayaquil, and Ley Primera. His work is characterized by 
long-term processes and a commitment to unconventional narratives.

He holds a degree in Image and Sound Design (UBA) and is a recognized figure 
in Argentine documentary cinema. He has directed over ten shorts and six 
feature films, awarded at festivals such as BAFICI, Mar del Plata, Warsaw, 
Cinelatino, and FIDBA. His notable works include NOA, un viaje al 
subdesarrollo, El hombre que baila, Memoria fotográfica (Best Documentary at 
Tandil Cine and Audience Award at Raíces), and Transeúnte (Best 
Cinematography in Saratov). His short films La tierra sin mal won the 1st Prize 
at FIDBA and CINE.AR, Muñeca won the Cine Carrete de Oro (USA), and 
Ángeles received the 1st Prize from the Legislature of the City of Buenos Aires. 
He is also developing the itinerant photography exhibition Mundo Pintor.

PABLO PINTOR
CO-DIRECTOR

SEBASTIÁN MANUSOVICH
PRODUCER - CO-DIRECTOR

THE AGONIST

https://cine.ar/


Crew
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Written & directed by: Sebastián Manusovich and Pablo 
Pintor
Executive Producer: Sebastián Manusovich
Edited by: Pablo Pintor
Music by: Axel Krygier
Director of Photography: Mariano Cuneo
Colorist: Ada Frontini
Production Manager: María Soledad Laici
Sound Design: Martín García Blaya
Graphic Design: Martín Lehmann

TECHNICAL SPECS
Country: Argentina
Year: 2026
Genre: Documentary
Duration: 79 Min
Language: Spanish
Image Format: 16:9 Full HD Color
Screening Format: DCP
Sound: 5.1
Subtitles: English / Spanish
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Contact

ROCÍO GONCALES CUNEO 

PREMIERE AND FESTIVAL MANAGEMENT

rocio.cinetren@gmail.com
+54 911 3509-2309

https://www.cinetren.com.ar/

SEBASTIÁN MANUSOVICH

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

sebastian@matiz.com.ar
+54 911 4052-5213

Buenos Aires, Argentina
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